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Anmumemticn of some of (/j^e which t^'-IMer^'-CQri^ 

stituHon fms been vioiatm b^^^im^^M^ benefit iff S^p^^ 




Perhaps no suljjcct •w^ss e?er SKire^^^g^^ confitent now goiiig o« between a. 

portion of the peoj^e (^f the free Staies imd! those wKd^i^^ jflteresta^ of the 

SoJith. Until quite recehtly, tbe souifiem doQtrbe, from tlie adoption bt" the ConstUuiiOR, hM h^m, that 
" Sluocrj; is sinc«7|f a Slaie imtituiioiXi over iphii^ tke^Fedtrdr Gqperwiiin^ has no cmirpV^. -This ia belieyedi 
by Uie people of the North, ^neral)y,.to te^^iiie iioKstitutiohiaj doftirifte; those Avho disgfest froiis it are So 
few that they can hardly be said to lormainb^cfeptioft. That emineiit siateBman, Heiifiy CMy, in i^i4,, 
det'Iarctf that "ike pmtence, mmvdemnejt md ^im'iinumu^ 'dfs^very mvtst depeT^ m^b'ely^^u^ pffsser md: 
mihonty of th& States mwhk^ ■ * ' / 

Prom_this position few tionbern men will rlissentv All iljat GohgregEr has no jpower W lapHold' 
it; «id if the St&tesf ill which it exists are ii«able to sustain it^ it sho«M left td perish, CQh^sap^os- 
Bts^ no power to compel tjie people of tj>,e Sree States to uphold the slavery of the South : rieithe?? haer 
it any power to compel the j^si^-e^Stetes^ t aboJish it.;, It <janttpt lateifeis for eit^ Biiii^i *6ttd^-^ 

cm politiciaais aftd soki£mi sMiesmen have so oi>en reiterated &c faf.tj thju ho 
ing to int(,'rfere with thi^ir "j^ehMar indiiisiimi,''^ that many northern ^^taiesmen yet seero^ to^^ 
scious that those>i(rfeo;^v^>^a^ done knost in regiyrd mferfely 
endeav^wed lo protect th^^ frombeifi^aubverted. 
They have p«i 'fort|J, save tfe, people of the Kortli froni being us^cottsti^fioK.a% ift'ir«>lTfci^ 

intheexpmse'aaad'c^in^ V,, /["'i. \;. ' . ':>^ir\%..;-:''-' 

The most oBJe'JftoBat^|e^f^ osir Constitution, iss that proyjj?imi w^ to the «feve;St£^t<^ a 

repreaerstation m fPon|iij«s prbpojtioned t^ the nmnber of slaves whi<:h they hwd^V This w^f a^i^/cge- 
conceded to iX\Q^ Sjtat^f. By it ihcV Ji>6w have riineieen Eiembers of Cdngr%£^^ mo^e than ifliey %^ be 
entitled to well fii:*?eraeh e^^ of representatioii, ;Y«t]^<MJ^e^ 

era, ari» bni?ndJi« Uii^^^.G^^ 

mf. Again : it is supposed by s6me,''tKat:iamt-proTRsion;ofthe €6nsiimid6n 'Wliclii reMi^ w'&Wc^ 
of fugitive slaves, dirvV.tly involves the people of tlie free States in the suppoi'i of slav<iry. V Bi*f under tljc 
congtruction which tiiat clause has received, it appears that the whole pow^er of Gongress cohgiists in pro- 
I Mbitin^' tlie people iSif the free StatesTrom inleneiin^ to preveBt the xnJ^terj or hia ag«!nt% jr&Gi arrtegt^ 
I his fugitive slave: We may feed* and clothe, and IGnge the slatve, knov/inj^ hini to be a fy^^ It 
[ seeTOjj that we niay go. farther: we may inform him of hyj rights, tell him how to escapey'and'fei^ijsli 
shiai with arms to defend hiiiiiseif, witlioat niakirjg ourselves liable ^nder tlie Constitution or Jaws; of the. 
[ United Slates. We may also refuse to feed, or to lodge the slayeliolder While in pursUiit o^'his ^lave ; w^l . 



slavery, far are wje Habie to maintain that inf?iitution. Again : it, is urged by some tfiRt, Sjyj^ras^tbe 
ConstituuoB makes it the diity of the Federal Government to suppress internal violencei it subjects the 
people of the free States to the supjport of sisyeryv The duty of the Federal Governni^at|gp4% 0^^^ so 
far as i^r^tipprmihe'mok'me. It takes no nx)tice of slavery. But if slaves commit yiolebM^p^^ O^^^ 
obtain their iibertyj such violence must be snppressed,: Yet, when the violence ceasesj titj pow^ 6f;, thti 
Qavernment ceaseSi Our troops cannot go farther arid deliver the insurgents to t>teir im^ 
^hey enquire whether they be masters or slaves. The business and duty of bur troop$ is with the tic?- 
and not with slavery. But so far an, the .^appressioji of domestic violence tends to the support of 
slavery, so f&r the people of the free States may conatitutionully be conipelled to support that iasititution. 
I make i.his ^explanation in order that I may be definitely understood, faking trds as the twie constJuc-' 
tion of the Constitution, we ipust regard^eyery/exf?rcise of the national infiuenc'e for the purpose of sus" 
^^ning slavery, every payinetit of money from the national treasury, every employment of the navy or 
CI the army for such purpose, as violations of that instrument. . 

It is intended in the following pages, to lay before the reader some of the most prominent in.stanees in 
vhich tlie Federal Government Imve Yiolated' the Constitution, and trampled upon the rights of the free 
States, in order that slavery might be upheld and protected, - It^is intended to confine the enumeii^ion to 
i^iMilvioltilims ofiki e(>ii5(ifw<«m, and to pass unnoticed all those 

power and in^uence of the Government to that' purpose. Nor is it intended to notice any of those in-* 
stances in which an indirect support has been extended to that institution. In ahort^ the object is to col- 
lect, within as short a space as may be convenient, only those pi^ominent instances in whicfethe Consti- 
luuon has been trampled upon ibr the beneiit of the slave intere«*t, without en^bracihg agy of doubtfial 
character, 4nd without pretending to enumerate all of those which are. not regarded as doubtful. 

*Vide Mr. Clay's letter to the editor of the L«sington Obsei^erj Sept, 2, 18^4. 



With theBC explanatory remarks^ we will proceed to examine some of those instancs 
111 which oiir Federal compact has be«m Tfiokted-~^^ ' 

Bf/ treaty stipulations. 

On the 7th A\igi^st, 1790, the United States concluded a treaty rvilh the Creek Indiaus,! 
in which they disuacdy agreed to deiivjrnip tk^ liegroes then residing withia their ter-i 
fitory:, /oJAe qfficer$ of tht Unitfd Si0e»j and if mi delivered on or feefore the first! 
day of Jane following the date of the treaty, the Oovernoir of Georgia was authorized to! 
appoint three persons to repair ^j^^^tjg^j!^i|,||iUf|^ them. The negroes i 

thus to lie surrendered, had left^^E^ir masters during ^le Revolutionary war and subse-j 
qnently thereto; and the Federal Government now interposed ite infiuence to get them 
back to their masters. For this, and other stipidations on the part of the Indians, the 
"United States agreed to pay them an annuity- of fifteen hundred dollars, together with 
cer^in goods mentioned in the treaty,* This is belieyed to be the iirstinstai^ce in which 
the Federal ftovernment was exerted to perpetuate slavery instead of liberty^ By shis 
tr€ia(y, the people of the free States were involved in the expense of restoring the fugi- 
]tife slaves of Georgia, a«d from that day to the present tinae, they have been annually 
taxed to meet the stipulations of this treat}':, and wiil,ii.*ontinue to be taxed under these 
stipulations while we remain a nation, and the Creek Indians shall constitute an indc 

B^ut -the lndianf neglected to deliver the negroes ; and oii the 31st December, 1795, 
the Becretary oif Wia; communicated to the President tiie fact, that the indians had dis- 
regarded their compact, in neglecting to deliver the slaves under the treat}^ of 1790, and 
advised, th?.r the slaves be paid for by the United States.! : , ^ 

This ftommunication was sent, to the Senate and House of Representatives bytfte 
Presisient on the l^th January following, but no final aotion apj^ears to have taken place 
at that time4 On the 29th of June, 1796, another treaty was entered into between the 
United States and the Creek Indians, called " the treaty of Coleraine." By the terms 
«| this latter treatji; d^ eGVcrxanted to"^deiiver ut> to the officers bf the U. 

i5xa;^3rfncE^^^^ as| were resident in their nation ; aisd if <hey were not delivered by 
the first diiy of J anuary next folh-^wiug thft date of the treaty, tiien the Governor of Geor- 
gia was authorized to appoint three persons to repair to the Creek nation and demand 
said negroes, ^mt/er direcHon of the President of the United Sttites.^ In consideration 
of this, and otlier-siipuktioiis, the United Slates covenanted to pay the Irtdians six thoi]- 
sand dollars in gciods, and to furnish them with two blacksmiths and stril|ers, tojols,&c.,i 
,42:c,,-/rh us we^:e the people of the free States again involved in the expeiise tind disgrace 
i>f sastai[ning slavery, for the sole benefit of the slaveholders otGeorgiav It should also 
fee uoderstopd, that at the conclusion of this treatj^, many of the slaves from the "Q)^«r 
Creek towns" were brought in and delivered to the officers of Government, who cor- 
descended to act with the Indians as the assistant catchpolls of southern slaveholders,!! 

Tlyis were the people of the whob nation taxed and again dishonored. for the benefit 
of an institution most palpably beyond the jurisdiction of the Federal Government, and 
abhorrent to the feelings of the pepj^le generally. 

The slaves of Georgia, %oweve?, continued to flee from bondage, and to seek m\ asy 
lum among. the Indians ; and many who had left prior to the treaty of l'790, remained 
'in the Indian country, intermarried with the Seminoles, or " Southern Greeks," as they 
were then called, and became permanently incorporated with various bands known as 
the " Florida In(tians."f 

The people and government of Georgia were constantly making eHbrts to get the V. 
States to obtain a return of the slaves who were living with the Indians ; but these ef- 
ibrts proved of little use,^s the Indians neglected to restore any of thenv.*^ Is 1802, 

general }aw reguladng intercourse between the. people of the United States »iiid the In- 
<iia» tribes, was-eaaeted by Congress. By the tenns of this law, the agent for paying 

*Laws of the United States, 1 vol., 359.— 6th American State Papers, 81. f 5 American State Papers, 
X American State Papers, vol. 5, page 546. § Amer.' State Papers, vol. 5, page 586. l^a^s U. 
43., vol. 1, page 363. jj Tide 6 vol. American State Papers, page 252. f House Doc. 271, 1st Ses., 2m 
Congress. ** 5 Americah State Papers, ^249. 



anauities was aiitborized to re tain, from Cue annuities oC any tril|?£, (ha value of any pro^ 
perty taken fir0p the wiiite peoi>l^^^^^^ indian^ b^lpK^irn^ to such tribe** Under this 
ia\?, it ia said, fet a compinaatio^ was refeined by fne agent of tKe Uaited States, for 
ail slaves who left liieir masters, and virent to unite with the Indians, subsequent to the 
passage thereof. On this poixit the writer speaks from verbal information, and not from 
official doctittients. It is, however, ceri^iin, that the peoj^le of Georgia could neiiner get 
the negroes who had left their masters prior to ihe passage of , the law, nor could they ob- 
wiu compensation for their loss. They therefore became importunate in their demands 
ypon the Federal Goverhaientv to interfere more etfectually for the protection of slavery 
in that State. Tiie Eseeatiye finally determined to make another effort to aid (he 
iikveholders of Geatgia in obtaining their slaves, or to extort fronii the Indians a com- 
pensation for their loss.t To effect this object, arrangements were made by the Execu- 
tive of the V. States and the Executive of Georgia, for negotiating.another treaty with 
the Indians; at the making of which, the State of Georgia should be represented by her 
authorized agents, irl order that the claims of her slaveholders should be duly regarded.t 
Instructions were giver? to the commissioners, w!io negotiated the treaty on the part of the 
Uailed States, to lend to the agents of Georgia ever^f aid th'at might tend to effedt tiie 
object of their rriission.§ V . ' i ; 

The commissioners on the part of the U. States, and those on the part of Geor|t^, Jfte^ 
the chiefs, warriors.ahd head men of the Creeits. at **India^^ 

member, 1821 , 0^ the '-57th, the cdinmissiohers of Georgia delivered their ta^^ In- 
dians, in \Vhieh they assured the Indians, that ^Hn ordtr t& keep the cliaM of fnend^hip 
bright between the mhiU and red people, it wds neces^afy ihdt they^^^ 
fo fiACH OTHER." The^ then remirided the Indian^ of their stipulatit^fc^ 
contained in the treatie^iO^l^ew^ York and Gojeraine, and delivered 16 th^ Miai»s riist 
of their claims J The next d?iy,^Gen. Mcintosh; principal ehief, rep^ 
not know that he was called here to answer for the claims of Georgia, until they hail re- 
csived the talk of the commissioners yesterday---that most of the items h^^^^ 
.-jSljbat." That Gen. McGilveryj who negotiated the treaty of Y^rk^tt^^^^^ 
:years before, when he returned, informed their people that they were to deliver up the ne- 
groes then in the nation; hut they were not to be liable for any that were dead or re- 
L^aoved. Thaft many of them were collected at the time of the treaty of Cpleraine, and; 
i delivered to the-ageht of the U. States, That others were subsequently deli ver#- to Col. 
"Ha^vkins, who never mentioned to them any claim under the treaty of Cvoleraine, bnt 
,fflehtioned that of N. York. That many of the negroes had been carried aviray by the 
iiritish at the close of the war; that in 1816, many of these negroes were in the fort o|i 
;tlie Al^alachicola rivei'; that most of them were killed, and those that were iiMlifte 
were delivered to Col. Clinch— and many of the negroes had goneinto Florida ambng, 
the Senjinoles. That he had Ifimself, with his warriors, joined Geh. Jackson's arrayV 
and gone with them into Florida, where they took some of those negroes, and delivered 
them to the agent of the IT: States, and that bthers^liU remained among the Seminoles. 
jThat if the Presivlent admitted that country "to belong to t|ie Creeks, he woiild take fe^ 
■'Warriors and go and bring up as many as they could get, and deliver them up to the U- 
States. He thought the Creeks had fairly complied with their treaties in good faith ;f 
in reply to this, the commissioners of Georgia insisted that the Indians ought to pay 
&r the negroes carried away by. the British at the close of tiie war, and for those aihong 
the Seminoles, " and for the/increase bJ alt that had taken up that residence among 
ihe IndianH,''' This detaand was rejected by the Imlians. It was, however, agreed 
to refer all tiie claims of Georgia against the Indians to the President,** and a stipulation 
•iva,<inade in the treaty, by which the U. States \v;ere to hold |250,000 due from the - tj. 
teesio the Indians, ijt trust for the payment of snch cliiims as the President shMd re- 
fard just and prbper.tf The President took upori himself tbe discharge of thus esli-r 
mating die valuje of the slaves, and the propriety of paying for their increase, Commis- 
%ner8 were appointed for that purpose, who, after full examination, estimated the araoiint 

* Laws U. S., 2 vol., 360. t 6 American State Papers, 248, 257. t 6 Ameriqm State Paogjr^^ 254> 
5 6 American State fiapers, 250. jj 6 American State PaperB, 251. f 6 American State Papers, ~ 
D American State Bapers, 356. H 6 American State Papers, 242. 



lhat should be paid to tlie slaveholders of Georgia, in.^full of all demands, ai $101,000, j 
This Bum, according to the report of Mr. Wirt, Attorney General of ^be U. States, was ' 
nia^»s yp by estimating the price of the negroes at two or three times their real vahie,* 
This money hting paid over to the owners of slaves^ left ia the hands of the tJovernment 
$149,000 bel<)nging to the Indians. That jiinotinl wat^ retiiined by Government for some 
years, imtil the owners of slaves having ^ready received two or three times their real 
va!u^, petitioned Congress to distribute 3ie remaining swnt^among theni as an adduiofial 
compensation. Congress made the appropriation, and the money was paid, to them, and 
the Indians were thus defrauded by the General Government of $149,000, in order to 
enrich the slaveholders of Georgia, in addition to paying two or three times the real 
Talue oi the negroes .t 

Thus was the Constitution violated, and ihe people of the free States involved in one 
of the, grossest frauds ever practised upon an offending tribe of helpless Indians, for the 
purpoigte.of protediing the slaveholding interests of Georgia. It should also be boine in 
ijiind that these things were transacted at a period when ail southern Siatesmen very cor- 
reiptly denied' that * *<?p?jg?fe#« or the Mderal Gro vernment possessed any powers u«Aa^ 
ever in re^tion to siavery.^* During a period of more than thirty years was the inilu- 
enee pf the Federal Government exerted f^r the purpose of obtaining these fugitive slavesj 
or it? '§^torljng:/rom the Indi^^^^ their owners. The Senate were 

caMed upon to approve those treaties, Congress was called on to pass laws, and to ap- 
propriate money to carry those treaties into effect, and the people of the free States to pay 
the money and bear the disgrace, in order that slavery may be sustained. But the conse- 
quences of these efforts still continue,, and the Government ha^ to this day been unable 
i<h extricate itself from the difficulties inlo^ which these exertioBS in behalf Of slavery pre- 
cipitated it. And 5he people of the free States are to this day taxed arid dishonored, iac 
consequence of these violations of their constitutional rights. These facts wilLbe uiOre^ 
fiiflvjliustrated when we examine our subsequent relations _wiih -the' '^eminoles ^ a 
Creeks. But we willl^iow look, to Qur separate treaties with the Sen^inole Indians. 
. treaty between the v . States and these Xndiaiis b^ars data at " Camp Moul- 

trie," September 18. 1823,- By this treaty the U. States agreed to pay them $6^000^ 
aiid an annuity of hve thousand for twenty years; besides $1,000 yearly for twenty 
years, to be expended in t]i& support df a school, arid tlie like sum for thg same period 
to expended in the support of a guTr^nd blacfe^ 

By the 7th article of said treaty, ihe Indians obligated themselves ^Ho he vi^Iant and 
active in preventing the retreating to or passing through the district of country as-^ 
sigtmd them, of my abscojidirig slaves or fugitives from justice," They Jarther slip- 
ulated "' to use all necessary exertions to apprehend and delivep such fugitive slaves to 
the agent of the United States.'^J Thus was the money of the nation again appropri- 
ated directly for the purpose of catching southern, slaves, and returning them t4> their 
masters, Avhile ilie people of the North were constantly told that the Federal Govern- 
ment possessed no coris/eVw/ionoX j90i^;er m re/a^^ 

Before we proceed further, it will be, well to caution the reader to hear in mind the his- 
torical fact* that, prior to the making of this treaty with the Seminole. Indians in 1833, 
they had been regarded as a portion of the Creek tribe, from whom they separated, and 
were therefore, called ''Seminoles," or ^^rimiwmys, "it has already been stated that a 
large portion of these slaves, who had left Georgia prior te 1802, had united with these 
bands of Seminoles, had intermarried, and become incorporated with them. They had 
been paid for by the Creeks at the rate of iive or six times their real value, and the Creeks 
having paid their money for them, sent their agents ajnong the Seminoles to demand them 
as slaves, not doubting that they had derived a good title to them and their offspring, froni 
the Government of the U. States.§ But the Semiiiolesy unwiHing to surrender their 
wi ves and children to the Creeks, and being vexed and hmassed with "these and other 
demands made upon them for slaves, were induced to enter into the treaty of "Payne's 

* Ex. Doc, 1st Ses., 26th Cot,^^, vol. 6, Ko. 123. f Laws U. S., 9 vol.; 117. | Vide treaty, 7 vol- 
IT. S. Laws,- 708. § Vide report of Wiley Thompson, agent of Uie U. States for the Semiiiole Indians, 
35. Ppc. 125, 34 Bcssioa ^th Congress. 



Landing,'^ in May, 1832', by which they stipulated to remove West, and re'-imite with 
tiie Creeks. The lib, article that trif<aty is in the Mlowingr words : 

<'The Semtnoles,, being anxious to he relieved from repeated vexatious demands for 
slaves, (and other property alleged to have been stolen or destroyed by theni,) so that 
they may remove unembarrassed to their new homes, the United States stipulaip to h^ve 
th8 same properly investigated ^ and to liquidate such as may be satisfactojily establish- 
ed, provided the amount does not exceed seven thousand dollars."* • 

Here, a|raip., the money collected in the free States was paid over directly to the slave- 
holders of Georgia, and Alabama, and Florida, as a eompensation for their fugitive slaves. 
And so little objection was made to it, that few of the people of the Nortii were informed 
of the fact. The Creeks, however, were hot satisfied with this arrangement, but comtinued 
to press the Sejximoles to surrender their wives and children, as the property of the Greeks. 

It will be recollected that the Seminoles had agreed in the treaty to rferaove we&4, and 
to re-unite with the Creeks. But to emigrate under sueh . .circurijstanqes would tp 
place themselves in the power of the Creeks, who would thus gain possession df thd^ 
whom they claimed as slaves, but who were in truth wives and children of thC Semi- 
noles. They therefore preferred to remain and %ht the whites, rather than go tp 
the west, and permit thein wives and children to become 'Sltivey. They were, ho w^eveif, 
overpowered, and compelled to emigrate. But when carried .west of ArkaMas^^'i^^ 
dared not go into the Creek country, but settled down upon, the tismtory bielon|ini 
the Cherokees. H^re they remained. The Cherdkees, pr&toed^ag^ihstthts th^ 
Seminoles. The Creeks were anxious to have the-^mmol6s rernove^^^^m their ju- 
risdiction, in order to get jhei? which they had purchased so idearty of the FiSue'- 
ral GoyeEnmefitj'i^^^ the Seminoles dared not place themselves^ in the power of thfe 
Creeks; and during several years this triangular contention kept those tribes in ,^ st^te 
of turmoil, and almost constandy threlitened them, and the tjuitifid Stsites witH war* 
This state of; things was wholly brought about by the efforts of our 9overiiment 
taiu pay for the fugitive slaves of Georgia. The Executive was not aa idle sp^^tQ|r 
of these facts, Efforts were constantly made to arrange the diMcuUy, but withc^tiit:suc- ' 
cess, until December last, when it is said that a treaty was effected between thfi lJnileu 
Stales oa one part, the Cherokees of another part, the Creeks of another part, and the 
Seminoles of the fourth part. We are entirely indebted to reports commun^icated thrwgh 
the public press* and rreceived from officer^ of Go vernmeat, in respect to this ireatx^^^^^ 
ite terms^ , li has not been ofFicially made known to the j^eople, - B^jWo teS^^^ 
able to learn the treaty provides: 1, that the ^^eminoies shall leave the Cherokee lands, . 
and shall settle upon Jlie tect assign^ ^. Their Wiy^s and ch^tlreii^^a^^ 
husbands shall remaln lree. 8. The Seminoles shall pay to the Creek^r f<>f their wives* 
hnsbands, and children, such sums as shall be awarded by the Preside nt of the U. iStates/ 
Thus we shall exhibit to the civilized world the singular fact of the Executive of the 
1 '^^]y nation ujpon earth, gravely estimating the value of men, of womenvattd of, 
I children, sold and transferred by our Grovernment to a savag'e ar4 bWaroUs peopljg* 
Vet is the question often asked by noHhern meni^^Whdt hcpe wt to do with slavefyf^ 
I answer, we sre compelled to pay our money, involve ourselves in crime, degrade our 
■character, and see our constiiUiional rights subverted, in order that slavery -may he sus- 

Itiuned. The first and last treaty with those southern Indians were negotiated for the 
Wefit of slavery; indeed, most of our treaties v/itb them since 1789 have contained 
some provisions for the benefit of =the slave-holding interest. 
Treat}/ with England. 
During the late war with Great Britain many slaves escaped from their masters in the 
southern Btates, and sought protection under the British flag. In the first article of the trea- 
ty of Ghent astipulation was inserted for the restoration of slaves, understood by the com- 
niissioners who negotiated the treaty on the part of Gceat Britain to refer to/those slaves 
^'ho had been captured in c'ertain forts ; but. by our Government understood- to refer to 
sil those slaves who had escaped from their masters during the war, and who had sought 
British proieeiion. The construction given to the treaty by our Executive was urged 



*Vide treaty of Payne's Landing, 9 vol. U, S. Laws, 1240- 



^ipw the British rainistry with such persevering energy that a compromise was i^tTected, 
fcy which tiv^y agreed to pay to the Governieent of the United ?tales;^c inUHQn tioo 
hundred and four thousand doilars. ^QT the benefit of tliose Sotitheni pi alters who had 
lost their slaves.* Thus the Executive assumed to act as the protector of slavery, and 
the inliuene0 of the Government was prostituted to the support of that ins«tutio«» The 
IBiQaey was receive^ ; and Congress has Often sat in grave deliberation as to the iiianner 
-of disltibuting this money among those who claimed to owii the 'llesh aiid biosi^, the 
fcones and sinews, of their fcBow men, 

Treatif with {^pmn. 

By the last clause of the 0th article of our treaty with Spain, entered into in Feferu- 
ar)', 1819, our Government bccamejabli^ated to " cause 3>ati$faction to b(i made for the 
iRj»!ries, if any, which by process of law should be establisheil to have been suffered 
by hit Spanish officers and the individual Spanish inhabitants, by the late opetation^ ui 
the American amy in Fkirida/'t In March, 1823, a law \vas passeil for the purpose of 
carrying, this clause of the treaty into effect;^ and another was passed in January, 1 834,§ 
extending the beneiits of this treaty to such persons as sutfered by th(^ invasion of mx 
troops in 1812 pd '13. In 1838 Felix Grundy, Attorney General of the Unhed States, 
gave a >rri iten opinion to the Secretary of the Treasury , that slaves were i9roper/?^, and 
pugM ib be paid for und^r that treaty and the laws to catry it into effect, jl Bpon tlie 
strength of this opinion of a slave-holding Attorney General, Becreitary Woodbury al- 
l4%yed compensation for some ninety slaves, :0(nd some foi ty thousand dpUarp, mbstiy 
-#awn from the people of the free, States^^, w^re paid, to siai^eholders of Fiorid^^ isyiidit 
it worthy of remark, that nearh'^ if nol all these daims had 'iseen rejected by former Ss- 
cretarL^i^ and by Congress. (Vide record in. oflice of the Register; of the Treasury.) 

; Moneys pai^ from the Treasury mthout auth6rU'}f^^^^^^^ 

The attMion of the reader will be hereafter called to the fact, that certmft monies re* 
<yeived froin the British Government, as a corapensation'to the owners of siav(is whore- 
f aiscd t^^^ tvom: on board the slave ships *'Comet and Eneoiiiium,^* weire left 

in the treasury when Mr. ¥an Buren and his cabinet retired from d©#V ""rhe fi^^^^^ 
such money remained in the treasury, and a call upon the owners of the slaves to claim 
itj.was published in the newspapers of Washington and of the southern Statcf?. Tht 
expense {if Jkese advertUements were charged over to the Government; but the money 
of the slaveholders was retained as a sacred treasure, and the full amount paid over to 
ilibse who established their claims to ihe slaves.^ 

^^^^ emigrated west the Mississippi, many negroes emi- 

gi%ed %vfih them, as a part of the tribe.; After they wer6 gone slaveholders of 
•ind of Florida, professing lo-own those negroes^ called on the Treasury Department to 
pay for them, aiid they received full compensation from the national treasury.** These 
payments were made by the Treasury Department after the claims had been rejected by 
^Ohgfess, and against' die entire practice of the Government upHo that period. 

InterfermcB of the Executim with other govemimtUSyto pr0&n^ Vie extenmn 
'. ^ ■' if hxmian rights. . j 

When the Spanish Colonies on this continent became indepemfent of the parent gov-! 
eniment they, emancipated their slaves. Fears were entertained by our Government I 
that they would extend their aid to Cuba, in which case emancipation would take place! 
in that Island. The effect of extending liberty to the slaves of Cuba was foreseen and! 
dreaded. Our repreBentatives^ to the Congress'^of Panama were, therefore, instructed to| 
state , to those represented in tliat body, explicitly, that tiie United States would not per- 1 
miia war of emancipation to be waged in Cuba,, lest the example might; be attendedj 
With serious conaequetiees to the slaves of this Union.tt To prevent the extension ofj 
civil liberty to the slave population of Cuba, great eliorts were put forth by our Goveni-j 
ment to induce the King of Spain to acknowledge the independence of his revolted co-i 

* Laws of' the U , S. , vol. 8, 693. j Laws of the U> S., vol. ] , 623. \ Laws of the U.' S., vol. 7, 166- 
J^Laws of U. S., vol. 9, 59. \\ Ex. Doc. Nq. 133, 2d SeBsion 26th Congress. II Expenditure of tbe Stato 
Depart., 1840. Expejiditarcs of the Ir.diaii bureau, 1843. jf Letter of Instructions, May 8, 1826. 
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louiesV tod the Emperor of Russia \yas solicited to use bis influence with the Spanish 
Government to effect ihat object,* 

Attempts of the Ilvecutive to ohtam fugitive slaves from Canada 'an4..Me^^o, 
Every reader is aware that great namhers of slaves have Ml their masters in the 
nortliern slave States, and sought/security mider the Bfttish .Govetnatent m Qanad^, 
Others from the mare southern ^l^ve States have foEnd thieir w^y t<> M^^^^ The pro- 
fits of the institution being thus jalfecied, the-&t?cpiiye appears to 4^ 
anofiiciai duty to lend the influence of the nation to' prevent the Teenrr'eBce of isireh 
jnases. J3ur minister at London \va$ therefore Instructed to obtain a stij»hrSli0^ 
the British Goyernment, for the mutual surreiider of fugitive slaves. ^The'pibpositiori 
was made, and urged j until our minis ler was distinctly informed, that such an ai-ran^e- 
metit on ih# part of. Great Britain was impossible.t The proposal was,^howeviJr, sub- 
seqwently pressed upon the British ihinister by express insiructiohs^ until that fanclibn- 
ary assured, our representative, that *' (he Idm of Parlmment ^at?e //eeiom id tet>53^ 
s|aue wlijo Miiuld imd on Briiish ground'' "But thii eiforts df^tir Ci^Yernm^iit 'Sf^js^e 
more successful with the I^exican minister, with w treaty for the surrfehier of 

ftigitive slaves was actimlly negotiated ; but it was j^J ected by the Mexican Cobgi^^^ 
when presented for its ratification^ and further attempts on the subject ivere giveis ti|>. 

Bmpimjment of the ar?ny mid mt^ to sustdih siape^, 
After the close of the v^ar with Great Bntain in 1815, the fugitive sfef^ be^ 
cfliect on the ep.^i side of the Apalaehic5|a river, some fifteen miles from its 
the territory of Florida. Hers they erected a foft, and provided themselves with s^msj 
amrtittttition, and proviaidns. : 'They opened plantations in the vicinity of 4ie fort,; and 
commenced fatming. They eooii attracted the attention of the elayeholders, who be- 
came alarmed at these indications of freedom. Reports to Ihe Fedsral j^?ecu|iy§;,^^ 
liiade of the rfmi^erOMif chatacter of these fugitives, whose sole object w^s to jOye i?^^ 
the quiet and peaceful enjoyment of their libei*ty. ^Military officers, of the United jS^tfs 
directed their attention ;to; this stat^ Of ^^(^ r icori^sipondence^^ccu^^ 

pages in regard to this collection of fugitive slaves, may be found among die Bxecutive 

i documents of the 2d session 15th Congress. , . 

The Secretary of War issued orders to Gen. Jacksp%, directing him to notify Ihe 
commandant of Pensacola that such a Fortexi|ted, " and was occupied hy^som^^o 
^handred and fifty or three hundred negroes, wiio inveigled the slaves from, ihe frontier 
I of, Syorgia ; . and that if it should be determined th-^t the subject did not require the itt-- 
terference of Qon^ress, measures would he taken for its destruQtion.'* ^ Gener^ Jacksoft 
issued orders to Oeaerai G3.mes to destroy the fort, and to restore fh€ mg^op Jo 
their onmers.'^^ General Gaines issued his orders to Col. Clinch, who advanced with* 
I in a mile or two of the fort, and attempted a cannonade, but appears to have failed in 
j making any impression upon it. At llie same time,, Commodoie Patterson h^ des-* 
1 patched two gunboats for the reduction of this fortress. They ascent^ed the river, look 
j their positions opposite the fort, and, by firing hot shot, blew it up. There were ab^ut 
jtwo hniKlred and eighty negroes, including wbfnen and children, in the Fort, togetker - 
1 with sornq twenty Indians. Of the whole number, two hundred and seventy were 
I killed, and several others mortally woumicd.t Among them, were some of those , fugi- 
jtives who had left their masters in Georgia prior to 1790, and for whom the Creek In- 
Idians subsequently paid four or five times their real value, as heretofore shown. Those 
l^ho were neither killed nor mortally wounded, vi^ere seized by our troops, and restored 
I to their masters. § No act or offence against the United States is alleged against the^^ 
I people, except that they fled from slavery. For that alone they were , thus murdered 
jby the Federal Government.— 

a " Tlie deep damnation of their taking off," . 

Iiests on the people of the free, as well as of the slave States, Yet are the inhabitants of 

I * Inslructioiis to Mr. Middleton, May 10, 1825. . f Vide Mr. Gallatin's Letter, July 5, 1827. t Vid© • 
1 Urn. Patterson's report, M Session 15th Congress. Ex. Doc. 2d Session 15th Congress, 



tbe north iuaulted by the constant assertion that the ^'Federal Govemm&ni cannot inUr-' i 
felre in ant/ way concerning alavery,'\ I 
This barbaroiiis murder aroused in the negroes and Indians i spirit oF hostility to the j 
whites. On the 25ih March, 1818^ the President commit nicated to the Senate such ih- ^ 
formation as he possessed in relation to the theii exiating^ war wim thes-**, Seminole In- 
dians," Among other matters, was an extract of a letter from George Ferryman to 
liieut Sands, dated February 24, isn, iti which the writer, speaking (if the Indians on 
FUttt Eiver, remarks: "They speak in the most contemptuous ma^nner of the kmQn- 
cws^ and threaten to haver satisfaction for what ha$ been done— meaning the deS' \ 
trmti&n of the negro Fort, Another of my acquaintances (says he) returned imme- 
diately from the Seminole towns, and saw the negroes on parade ihere* He c^junied \ 
about six hundred that bore armsV They have chosen officers of every description, gad 
endeavor to keep up a regular discipline. There is said to be, a|)Qut the same number i 
of indiaiis, and |)oth Indians and negroes are daily going to their standard/** In No- 1 
vemher. 181'?5i while, communicating intelligence of the first, skirmish between our, 
troops and the Indians, General Gaines says : *' The reports of friendly Indians concur 
in essftiraating the number of hostile warriors^ including the Rfdsticks and ^eminoles, at 
mo|P^ than two thousand, besides blacksf amounting to four hundred meiir and mpreasinf 
-by^tunaways from Geotgia,"t Gen. Jackson, in making report of thl§^ first batUe lifter 
his arrival lipoi?. the theatre of war, speaks of the combined forces of ^* Ir^diam md ne^ 
grmsJ^X In report of the battle at Suwanee, he says there wer^ nc^oei. 
md two Indians killed^^* and " two inegro men taken prisoners.'* He aliiq jeporfed, 
** niife Indian?, and five negroes taken prisoners" the next day^ In his letter of May i 
5i 1818, Secretary of War, .announcing the execution of Arbuthnot and Ambris' 
teici G&n . :kson charges those men with Wing excited " this ne^ro virar." And in, 
his^smoriai to the: Senate, h& de6iare&4h^ i'^/arJm^^Mk 

di^s^ dfhuthmi md Amhrisier had become identified mth thosp inormiers^am- 
ciafm in war), Great Britain (says he) would not interfere, to prevent ^hose miseieants 
from instigating fugitive nfegroes and Indians to the bMning and ifiikging the b«il(]L']|* 
aM^a%lii|4hemhab!taHt^^^^^ " 7 

On the trial oHliose men, witnesses were brought forward, to show that they had in» 
tcrcoarse with the negroes, and that they had cincouraged ihem to defend themselves 
against the whites ; and one witness swore that Ambrister at- one time commanded a. 
|3arty, of negroes and had dealt out to them ammunition, goods, paints, <S&c.: and another 
swwe that he had heard that Arbuthnot advised, that William Hambly, a prisoner, 
should be delivered over to s|x Indians, who were in the Fort wWn it was blown up, 
attd eseaped. A letter from Arbuthnot to his^on, was read in evidenee and regarded as 
imp6¥taht. In that letter he declared, main object of the Mmmcam is to den- 
iroy the black population on the /^iiwanee.^^^ 

' In short, in the reports of nearly ail the battles fought during that war, the negroes 
appear to have actfed a conspicuous pari ; and in nearly all the documentary evidence 
before me, they appear to haye been regarded as principals in the war. , 

lii an address of the Seminoles to Governor Cameron, dated in April, 1818, setting 
forth the causes of the war in which they were then engaged, they declare the murder 
of "their brethren at the Fort blown up by our gun-boats, two years previously, to have 
been a principal cause of that war. Indeed, from a careful perusal of the documentary 
evidence, it appears very satisfactorily, that the efforts of our Governrjient to sustain the 
insijtiition of slavery, by the aid of physical force, involved usin thelirst Seminole war. 
Some slaves were taken and restored to their owners, but the number captured or mur- 
dered by our troops does not "appear from any evidence within my knowledge. It is 
quite certain that great efforts were made to break up their haunts; their villages were 
burned, their plantations destroyed, their corn and other provisioBs used for the support 
of the army, and they, together with the Indians, dispersed into various parts of the ter- 
ritory, to avoid the vengeance of our troops. This Avas effected by a wanton invasion 
of a territory belonging to a friendly power. When that power refused to surrender her 

* 12 American State Papers, 681. f Same Yoi mS. i Same Vol. 699. ^ Vide Gen. Jackson *s letter 
to Secretary of War, Mfty 5, 1818. }| 12 Amer. State Papers, 787. ^ 12 Am^^^ican State Papers, 757. 
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U..,»ns, on de».ad of our .xoop,., our g«n. were t«..ed ..pon the«,»d they *er« 

,ifl, a power at peiT^Uh u^. t^<^^9^ ^ 

Xtf-'n,''^ ^ttd «»'w«her «a(l«me8 were «ade u^^^ 

The reader wafreeollfihat by I^SS'^^S^^ 
[is ^ttealio^ to abo be™ caUedlq ^^^^ skvesi they the^or? t«- 

lained in Florida. The people of 
idians, aud a large portion ol their 

^ident for their removal, in which tney isepuim ^^^^^TT^ the^^ 
toe whefe the. BOW arc. the owners f ^^X^^^^^Si^Snd^^o^^ 
costifuous, cannot for a moment, m any thing "^^^^^V ^\\^ 

Sue a surrender fef a large a™^""* « . ^Trl^^^ 

ftc Creek, as an ^t^go^^V"* ' '"'I ^fS^^ 

Creek elaim So negroBrnow in I*^f '^'P'^ °J "g^ ' 

the -first cause of hostUitrtO the emlgra^^^^ 

,001 u=i*™.a 4he lGriuted States and the formW. t . m otoer army 
fe^-SXtes^nti^^ 

ordered to that Territory for th« purpose of «on>pe"'nS ™® ^ "s ^ 

Thev captured four liundred and siiiy negroes, wn» ' J„^, 

.taff officers^of the army, to wfeom that duty was 

iaterminaWe boudage-J We have no ^'■^I'l^l^^^.^' ^ rt^eSe of «a«b 
livps 8acrl6"»d in that w»r : but it may safely be asserted, tfta , ^ 

it'S;;; o" tw^wfite:r«ea. aniat le^^ '"m wtS^ 

' ot which was drawn from the pockets of the people of *?^^f ^'^^'■„„f ^*„a,>^ 
pease of the war i«timated at forty miUtons dollars, '^^/^"'f S «Poa 
L sacriace of national character,: cwaot be esttma^ 

the authority of Genl. Jesup, that blood-hQunds. v;ere also '^^'^^^^^ 

their servants to be relieved from such degradaUon. ih.ir mastfirs in iPi^Ate 

Most readers v,;il recollect, that several '^''^'f ^'''^P!^/^* tl' ^1"^^^^^ 
in 1843. and fled to the Island of New Providence. We "^f "J^"" .^"^"^^^^^ 
iished in the newspapers of that d..y. that an f^<--^\^f^ f'lHtr Ld fhat at least 

protection from slavery under the British laws. ^ _ ^.intv Virmiua. 

in August, 1831, 5. few slaves in the uppe« part of Southampton cpu^ty^^^^^ 
commenced ^n insurrection. Their whole numbers per raps at no '"^f 
hundred. When this news reached Norfolk, the authorities of that city rpade »i»nieai 
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ateapplidationid Colonel House, then coiiMQafi<iiBfstt Fortress Mparo^^^^ 'w'hoiSt 60'doclJ 
the iiext tnomingv embarked on board a steainb<)at2, with three corapanies of United 
Sla^s troops, for t^ie scene of action. He waai rerinfortjed by a detecbment from on 
bdard the United States ships Warren and Natchez:, amounting in all#5abbiit three hun- 
<tei to^R, who^ wifibout any authority \*:hate^r, thus turned out to stjippfre^s the effort?? 
of their fellow-men, who were exerting themselves to attain that liberty for which so 
much Mood was shed during the war of our Revolatipn. Their €^S©rfe to regain the in- 
alieaable Tights with which God had ew; tJowed them, were as legal, and far more just and 
h&ly;, thin those of Washington a??d hi? associates during the Re volutionj inasmuch as 
thifey fought for natural rights, while our-fathers contended for political privileged Yet so 
eager Welrfe these oflicers of the U. States army and navy to put down thebo, attemplj? of 
theiir f^llbw-men to break the chains of oppression, that they waited for no orders or 
dit^tionLS from proper authority, but, in violation of the Constitution, of law, and of 
jiltfilice, they aotiglu to kill and murder these who wfere seeking to obtain their freedom.* 

JUgislalion bi/ Cohgress for the purpose of e^^^ and m&intmn^ 

ing smvery* 

In 1778, and 1790, ten miles square, situated on both sides of the Potomac , river, 
tsf^ ©onveysd, by-diBejis of cession ft'otn the States of Maryland and Virginiaj to tte 
]P4j#Eid;^t€«V ouf National Government. Bar 

&|j laws of those States were continued in force within the territory ceded, until ipoh- 
gt^s Hook possession of it. Congress sikbseqnenily accepted the grant, and by statute, 
gtppfo,v«d 27th February, 1801, declared tliat the Statfe laws, (previously) in force with- 
in said distriet should continue until rep^iled. 

JBy virliie of fcfe^ ftovisioi}, all laws of Marylafid, including the wlsole of her ^slave 
^Qod^ymem. estabiished as law^ within that portion of said distrrct which had been ceded 
by SlatS. So, also, the laws of Virginia, iifeladii^g }mt slaye code^ were establish- 
$4 ihat poTtioB isf the district ceded by that Slate. This provision in ihe act of €«>a- 
gf«i» of 1801, is the foimdation on which the institution of slavery and the slave trait 
is based within the District of Columbia.t Eepeal this^ of iBOI, 

and slavery would cease and the slave fe-ade perish. If Congress has no po-^'ers in 
yespect to slavery, it certainly had no power to create and establish it, and to uphoW 
and continue it nntilihe present time. The siave trade, with all its revolting crimes 
, and -all its guilt, w ;d established, and is novir upheld and continned there .by our laws; 
ai^ are involved in its guilt. So, too, those barbarc^as laws, by which free people 
elcolor in that distirict are sold intd slaye^^ aad by; which a slave, for certain oifences, 
^ mnovi liabte to have his head out off, his body divided, and set up in public places." 
Congress has, at various times, amended these laws, to favor the slaveholding interest; but 
never in favor of liberty. They have given to the city of Washington power to punish 
slaves corporeally 4 and to employ a guard at the expense of the nation, now used to 
catch fugitive slaves.§ Y^et many speeehes have been made, resolutions adopted, and 
I inty almost say that volumes have been written, to prove that Congress has not the 
Cbn^titutional power, nor the moral right, to repeal those laws of its own enacting. 
Even at this day, Northern men are heard to enquire, what have we to do with slavery 
in the District of Columbia ? While Southern statesmen boldly declare that Congress 
possesses no power in relation to slavery within this District. 

li would require much time to mention all of ihe laws enacted by Congress for ibe 
benefit of slavery. . I intend to call attention to some few of the most prominent. Con- 
gress has passed laws every year since 1790, in compliance with those treaties to whieri 
attention has been called^ Under tho^e treaties Congress has annually appropriated 
honeys to fulBl opt stiptilalions in favor of slavery. And if we carry out those treaties^ 
we must continue such appropriations indefinitely. ' 

By aet of Congress, approved March 2, 1807, the ^'- Anurican slave trade" Was 
regnlaied by Congress with as much formality as Was the tariff of 

At tlie close of the late war with England in 1815, oar commissioners, at the treaty 

* YM^Kt}m*s Register, Aug-ast, 1831. f Vide opinion of B. P. Butler, Attorney General 6 vol. Ex. 
Hoc, 1840. I Charter of the city of Washington. § Act of the 27th Congress, jj'lt has lately been jc-^ 
dicially determined, that to axrrf a slave upon the high sem is to emanoipate him. 
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[Ghent, obtained from the m.tmh Ooyeromept a stipiilation umler which o^r Gov-sm- 
acting as the ageiitof certain slaveholders, received' oae imUion twi> ta^ 
dollars as a compenHatioii for slaves whp, during the w,^r, left their masters: 
nd sought the ehioymeat of liberty the flag of the British nation, k mm 
m of that money is yet in aie-hauds of i^overnmerJ, but Congress h§s fra^i«B# 
egislsted for distributing portions among those claiiwing to _have lost §%es jjirtg ,w 
At. Foreign slaves have beenrbrotight info the United States sincejhe .prohibitipTi of 
he foreign slave trade, and persons eonvicted fff thus violating the laws of our tiMion^ 
lave applied to Congress for relief from the penalties of that law, and Congress fes gen- 
iraliy ^^ranted it. Among the Seminole Indians who ehiigrated West were in any eol- 
ired persons. Men, professing to own them as slaves, have applied to Congress for 
5ay, and have actually been compensated for their loss, by moneys : collected ff dot the 
r/emen of the J^orth.* . Bepresentatives from, the free'$t(^te?5 have not hesitated to 
wcate the passage of such laws^ and to tax their constUncntB for the payment of ^oek 

clsims.t ' 

When Mr. Vsm Buren act<3d as President of the United States, he obtained froitt^^ 
British Government twenty-five thousand pounds sterling, as a compensation t^), the 
whereof thoee slaves who were on board the ships ** Comet" and ^' Eiifeo^^ 
when they were wrecked neat the Bntilh^Island of If ei«r^- j^ Wto %e j^fe^^ 

tired from office, there -ss-e^^ in the haiids of the ^cretafy ef St8(lef mt^^ 
seven thousand dollars unclaimed. This money fhe paid to ihe Treasurer ^^f ihe em^^e^l 
States. In 1842, the owners of these slaves called osn the Tr^asiirer -M 
He refused to pay it to them, thinking himself unaathonzed to do» s<3^ without a special 
law for that purpose. They then applied to Cottgress for relief, Thus, aiB date , as 
1342, slave merchants daijed to approach Coiigressi a^d ask the Represehtativ^^s^ o^^ 
people to aid them in eafrying ^ their speculations in the bodies bf men, women, ma 
children. And it is with pain and mortification that the writer is constrained to S^ay^ 
that prominent stateSfnen of the North supported the bill, while they were not|>eirm\tj^ 
ted to read, or refer a petition fromi thel? consti1;uents, resp«5ctfulty asling 15 be relieved 
'from the expense and crime of supporting that tranic in our own species, 

THE LAWS OF FLORIDA. ■ . ^ .-^^ 

By the organic law of Florida, the people of that Territory were authoriited to de^l 
a local leg^sla^ure. The legislature so elected was authorized to pdss law^ whidh wej-^ 
iobe submitted to Congress, and if not disapproved by that body, theyi became t!*> 
laws of the Territory. Thus Congress, by its agent, the Territorial fe'gislatHr^ efiai^d 
the laws and became responsible for them'. Those statutes provides that free cMoir6<l 
people coming into that Territory to reside, and refusing to leave it, shall be soM iniO 
Islaverv.' Another statute contains a provision by which free persons residing v/ithiii 
the Territory, and refusing to leave it, may be sdid as slaves. Another law ^pf4>'Hte; 
that when a judgment shall be obtained against a free colored person, hall rsRiafii 
ftvedays unpaid, such person shall be sold into slavery to pay the In sh#t,. 

Florida, svhile under the control of Congress, has had the most barbarous code of slave 
laws within the United States. For these laws. Congress v/as responsible. Northern 
Representatives have involved tis in tlie moml guilt attached to those laws. They were 
enacted especially for the benefit of slavery, without Constitutional authority, and irk 
totd disregard of our rights and of the rights of mankind. \ 
In 1839, Congress passed a special Uuv giving five thousand dollars to the ofiicers and 

*¥iae "act for relief of Dep^yater and others,' ■ approreu iitkJune, 1844. j Durii^g tlie 27th €oh* 
gress, the Hon. Ezra Dea«, of Ohio, reported a bill for compensating the owners of slaves sjttxlea by^li^'. 
followers of Genei-iO Jackson's army while in Florida in 1814. Tlie bill wsu? sustained by him w a set 
speech. But, its rml nature 'being explained, it was rejected, only 36 members voting for it. Nearly 
one-htdf of the skveholding rnembers voted against thisbJil, reported and snst^ined by a RepreseiitatiS^e 
from Ohio. J Vide Journal of tlie House of Representatives, 2d 

Note;— During the 1st session 28th Congress, Hon, C. J. IngersoU, Chairman of the Committee 
5'oreign Affairs, reported ti bill to pay lo the Spaniards claiming to own the slaves on board the Amjs-r^ 
^d, 170,000 ; but the subject being discussed on the question of printing the report, the bill was never 
called up for action. 



crew of tli<5, two gun boats sent by Commodore Pattersoij to blow up the fort on tl 
ApalacKicola Hver» as has beeli stated, and by which two hundred and seventy mel 
women, and chiidreti were murdered in cold bloo'd for their love of libertj'. The pel 
pie of the free States were not only involved in tlie crime of those murders t but th^ 
%vere compelicid to pay a bounty to those who committed them.* i 

Our fdations wiih Hayii, 

f The exislence of a black republic in the isiand of Hayti was early regarded as a danget 
OQs precedent, should the fact become knovirn to the slave population of our Southeij 
States. To harrass those people^ and to prevent, as far as convenient, all intercourse be 
tween that island <iud our slave States, in order to keep the slaves of those States in iota 
ignorance of the liberty enjoyed by their breihrea in itayti, Congress, by special law, ad 
j>roved 28th February, 1806, prohibited all commercial intercqinrse, between the ports <J 
the 0. States aiid those of Hayti, (not in possession and under the acknowbdged govern) 
ment of France.)! The' law provided, that after due notice of the passage of the act, anj 
ir^issel trad iag from ^ny port of the United States to any of the prohibited ports in St, 
Domingo, together With t,he cargo of such vessel, should be forfeited, &c. The law 
subsequently expired by its own limitation, but to this day our Goveimmeat has revised 
to acknowledge the indopendence of 'Haytij or to estabiis^h commercial relations wiife 
ite igoterpni^nU Thus the freemen of the Northern States" are deprived of the profit* 
which they w^ould derive from established commercial relations between the twogGf- 
^rfiments, in tirder that Southern slavery may be sustained and continued. 

t^iiempts to o^jlf tain fugitive slaves from 

On the 10th of May, 1828^^^ the House of Representatives, by raso^mion, ** re?iiiested 
, the President to open negotiations;with the British Government, in the view to obtain 
an arrangement, whereby fugitive slaves, who have taken refuge in OjSnada, may be sur- 
rendered.*'! The Executive had anticipated the wishes of the Houses but his efforts 
failed, will be seen hereafter. 

The purchase of Florida^ 

While Florida was owned by Spain, it afforded an asylum to the slaves who escaped 
from the contiguous States; foi-, by the Law of Nations, no government is bound to sw- 
render fugitive slaves. The bondmen of Georgia and Alabama fiied into Florida, and 
erected the fori referred to heretofore. Without law, and without precedent, and in 
violation of his conatitulional powers, Gen. Jacksoii demanded of the Governor of Fen- 
s^cohj "ihs d^ifusiion of ihefort^ ani return of the «egro€S.'-§ He further stated, 
thft unless this were done by the Spanish authorities, the troops of the United Slates 
would do it. After the fort was destroyed, the negroes collected together in considera- 
M€5 force upon the Suwanee rivei, and were in greater or less numbers scattered through- 
out various portions of Florida, They were found at Barancas, St. Mark's, and Pensa- 
cola. Gen. Jackson^n his iiiemorial to the Senate, speaking of those posts, declared, 
thBi thei/ hml become the rendezvous for embodying hostile negroes ufid Indians, 
and for giving thehu com foii^ and protection." -* These posts (said he) had been alter- 
nately siibstitut€^d for the fort on the Apalachicola, (the fort blown up,) aud thither the 
negroes and Indians retreated for shelter after their defeat at Mickasuky." In his letter 
to the Secretary of War, dated Nov'r 28,. 1818, Gen. Jackson says: " The situatiotrof 
Florida, in relation. tt> our country, is peculiar, and demands the early attention of our 
Government-— her territory will always prove rin asylum to the disaffected and restless 
savage, as well as to « more dangerous population^ unless some energetic governmtnl 
can be established Jo control mid exclude these interlopers.'^ Indeed, every reader 
must see, that while Florida belonged to any foreign power, the slaves of the South 
would flee to it for protection. The purchase of . Florida had become necessary 
to the slavcholding int.^rest. The purchase was therefore made, and five millions 
of doliarjt taken from the people and paid over for the support of slavery. Let no one 
say that we obtained lands in return for our money. Gen. Jesup has informed us, that 

* 9" vol. Laws U. S. 1065. f Laws IT. S., vol. 4., page 4. X Vide Journal of that date. § 12 Ameri- 
can State Papers, 750. 
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■iifise lands would not pay for ifi6 me^icineB u^d by our troops while rsmonihg 
i Indians" , Indeed, for years those lands have been oiiered gratis tQ th^Jse. who 
5uM settle upon them; htit as yet we ham been pnablp to ght iheni mpit^v. Neither: 
[it be s.iid that we have received the revenue m rettmi f@r our inoneiy. The govern- 
cut of lUfJ Territory ha» cost us probably twe]i;jty tiiu^s the amount of revenue received^ 
lie truth is, the slave interest demaaded the ptircHase, and it v^as made.* 

Sx}ppressioiioftheRightofPeitHon. o 

jOn the 26th of May, IBSO, the House of Representatives adopted a resoUltioi^, which 
kcluded from being read or considered, *^aU petiiiotm inempnalsy resolnHonSi md 
mositions^ relating in any way, or to any extmt wUatemr, to the subject o^sla-- 
iry/'t Thus, while the institution of slavery, and the slave trade in the District of . 
pinmbia and in the Territory of Florida, were upheld and maintained by acts of Con* 
[ess, the people were prohibited , from asking a repeal of those laws ! This resofutioa 
iased to have &5ly efiect at the adjournment of Congress. 

On the 18th of December, 18BT, a member from Vermont presented to the House a 
jttiioiij signed by some six hundred inhabitants of that State, praying the abolition of 
avery and the slave trade in the Dis'trict of Columbia. On the 20th it came up ibr 
msiSeiraVion, when the member presenting it, (Hon. Mr- Slade,) moved. to refejr it^^ 
ith instructions, to the Comiaittee on the- District of Columbia* dir«eting thidm j^^^ >^ ^ 
orta bill for the abx^litioa of slavery aiid the slave trade in said Distriot^. and smdire^im 
le House for the purpose of as&igning his i^easbns for such iristructions., Miich eonni* 
on ensued; a portion of the sd|Uthern members withdrew from the Hall, threatening^ 
1 immediate dissoluti<)n u/f the, Union. Others caPed*Mr. Slade to tirder 5 and finally 
16! Speaker declared him out of order, and immediately the House adjourned.;!: It vijas 
lid that the southern raembiers held a mf^eting that night, and agreed upjm a r^soiuticia 
imikr to that adopted in li36.§ -The next V^drning a slayeholaihg member from Tir^, 
inia presented the resolution, which was adopted by a vote of 135 to OO.ij The vote 
as taken by ay^s and noe^, and when, the elierk called the name of **" JohR Qumcy- 
iams," that venerable statesman arose and said, " / the resolution id be « rto- 
ation of the Constitution of the United States; of the right of my comiiiumts and 
ft he people of the United ^^tatss to petition^ and of my right to fteedom of spsech 
h a member of this House,"% . 
I A.t the session of 1838-'9 the House was not fully organized until the 9th of Decern- 
-er. On the evening of the 10th a meeting was said to have been held by the Demo- 
ratic party v/f both free and slave States, at which resolutions wjer^fe agreed upon, de~, 
laring that GoingvesB \iB.d no constitutional power to. abolish slave¥y in the |)istrict o]t 
polumbia, and excludingjdl petitions upon the subject of slavery from bein^^ read or 
eferred by the House. The resolutions were said to hav6 been drawn up by a distin- 
|uished statesman of the south, but the infamy of presenting them as awarded to a. 
lorthern inan. They were accordingly presented on the morning of the lltli of De- 
lember, and adopted by a vole of r<ii7 to 66.** 

I M tke commencement of the next Congress the substance of these resolutions were 
popted in the fo^rn of a rule of the Moiise^ and continued to be the law of that body, 
p^til the 2d session of the 28th Congress, when they were discarded, ahd the right of 
|eutiQn was regained after a struggle of nine years. An attempt to renew the rale wa& 
pade on the first day of the 1st session 29th Congress, but it failed by a vote of 84 to 12i* 

I Suppression of the Freedom of Speech. 

I Most of the members of the House regarded the freedom of speech suppressed to the 
pme extent as' was the right of petition. Such was the construction given to the rule^ 

ly the Speaker, that he usually declared every member out of order who spoke disre?* 

~ . ■ ' ■ _ # ' , 

I, In 1839 we paid to ctistom-house officers at St. Augustine and St. John's, in Fiorida, twi> thaiisasv'i 
F hundred and fifty dollars for collectiDg nothing, f Vide Journal of 26lli May, 1836. % Vide Journal 
r |co7, 125. § Various newspaper awounts. Jj Vide Journal, 127, 128, 129. H Vide Jourbal,, 133.- 
r Vide journal of 3d session 25th Congress, p. 51, 5S. 

L???"~~^"^^ days after the adoption of theac resolutioiis a cofRe of thirty slaves chained together^ 
L f u J^^^ by about the same number of females, "who were permitted to travel unchained, were driveEk 
p-^t tho Capitol, on their way to a Bouthem ma:rket. 
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^jscctfuily of ^kvei^, even >s^lien tf^i^t sVlbject came coJlateidly under , consideratil 
Biit while nortfen members were thus conineiled to keep silence in regard to | 
^''peeuUar imlitution" 2.nd their constitiienis w^s-e taxed for its support, south J 
members were permitted tb assail, in such terms sis they pleased, thosje who manifest| 
any degree of restlessness un^er the, unequal ptivileges enjoyed by members from tt 
diflTerent sections of the Union. But while, northern members were thus ftOjnpelleS 
hold a place somewhere between the supercilious overseer and the trembling slav 
they were often qalfced io vote for the support of an institjuition which they held in p« 
feet abhorrence. In January, 184^, while this rule, denying to the people the right 
petition in relation to slavery, wao in force, Mr. Adams presented the petition of son 
forty inhabitants of Hav^rinii, Massachusetts, praying that a peaceable dijjsolution 
the Unipn might take place. He mo>^ed its reference to a select committee, with i 
tstructioiis to report against she prayer of the petition^ and to assign the reasons for i 
doing. But a siaveholding member^- regarding the liberty of thus presenting tlie pel 
lions of northern men as dangerous to the slave po wer, immediately offered a rosoiutio 
io, censure Mr» Adams for this exercise of his constitutional right and sblemn duty. Sei 
era! days were spent in the trial, when the slaveholders, finding themselves unable to can 
the resoiuiiQn without discus^icjn, iiwas^iaiid iaponthe table, where its!e|>S; the sleep of deatl 
, V/rjyte |fr|ypi^ the instructions fojFwarded to os 

jpidjslcr in Englandr dir€«ti^ him to use hii^ e;Sfort« to obtain from that Government 
<{Mnpensationi for the slaves who had taken possession of the slave ship rCreole, aa 
rthe Senate having gravely referred the subject to a committee of that body for conside 
a-ation, a member from Ohio off^fred a series of resohi lions, denying the power of tb 
Federal Government to m'^olve the people of the free States inJhe support of the slav 
trade. For thsis presuming to assert the const^tutionat rights of the jJeople of thefre 
'^{atest^he was at 'once arraigned before the bp4y of which he was a iHemoeri. and \^\'^ 
out being permitted to speak in his own defence, a resolution of censure was passe 
Upon him, and he was thriven from his seat in Cxmgress^* This a:ei of unprecedente< 
tyranny ar©used^ a portion of the northern press, and the constitutional rights of \h 
pnople were declared in such tones 6f iirrn-deterniirravion, that no attempts Vvere mm 
■queiuly made to silence those who spoke of slavery, whUe they kept within parliaraen 
iarj rulesV 

Extension of slavery hy the Federal Government. - \ 

By the terms of the Federal Constitution, slaves are included in the federal ratio o 
representation, counting fivje slaves ^ual to three freemen. Tnis provision of the Cod 
stitution is strongly opposed to Nortliem interests and Northern honor. But to sho« 
that the framers of that instrument had no expectation that this most obnoxious feature 
was to be extended, and Norlliern men further degraded by it. I will only refer the 
reader to the ordinance of 1787, by which a perpetual covenant between the people tsl 
jihe Northwest Territory and the Federal Government was entered into, forever to ex- 
clude^ slavery from ssad territory. This comprised all of the territory then claimed by 
tlie United States, and this ordinance was adopted some two months prior to the forma^ 
tion of the Constitution, and while the convention that framed it were in session. Tii"j 
subsequent purchase of Louisiana was declared' by Mr. Jefferson to be eiuirely withoii'j 
Constitutional authorlLy. But the admission of Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas, 2^ 
slave States, thus giving to the holders of slaves in those States a political influence 'm 
the Federal Government over the freemen of the North, in proportion to the number o| 
ilieir slavesj was a most fatal blow to the Constitution, and to the rigiits, the interesi^. 
and -the honor of the free States. To their admissioa the people of the fi:ee Stat?s s# 
. mitted, and the^ precedent thus established has been seifcsd upon by the slavehoidin| 
pGwer to justify another outra^upoii this charter of our rights, which, in the minds 
yeieeting men, leaves little hope for the permanency of our Federal Union. 

Wh^ii the annexation of Texas was fii-st agitated, all parties concurred in rejecting 
the proposal as uncohstiiuiional. The Federal Executive declared that the power tc 
oinite- this nation with a foreign government was unknown to our Constitution. 

* Tide Journal of the Hoiuse of Representatives of 22d March, 1842. 
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early diseussioiie m bbUi Houses <)^ <)<)Higipe6s, the proposed aim<j^|iQ|ii wa» -^ 
jinpte4 to be justig_ed solely upoa th^ groijiicl.of its heixig ntsmary to im pm^mt^ 
(the slave interests Bet the advocates finail^r seized upors the puTchsss Louisi^Bs 
jd its subsequent admission as & precedent ; and Texas is even now claitoed as a part 
if the United States, and the work of anitejcaiion wsUdpubilessbe eons«mrnal#dtii3«g 
lie present session sf Gonfr^s^ V Ther^ wi people of the^ffee Shtes be=(fegraded 
jo the political level of foreign slaves. We ehaii then reacb a point at which our laye 
bf liberty, our feelings of independence, and our sense of honor, will be tested. Quie* 
[tibmission will be disgrace to ourselves, destruction to our rights,^ and subversiovi to the 
/onstitulion. 

Admission of Florida as a slme State. 

Having paid five millions of dollars for the purchase of Florida, and forty TOiilions is 
atch the fugitive slaves, and some millions to maintain a civil governnient there, Itwas 
leemed necessary, in order to secure the ascendancy of the slave power, tp admiv!Flori- 
lainto the Union as a State, " with all her sins upon her,'* giving to a poUti^ial ia- 
luence in the Federal Governm^t in proportion tor the x^umber pf slaves she holds, 
;ounting five slaves equal to three Northern freemen. This was done act of Con- 
ress, jiassed at the Sil session of thu 38th Oon^gresss, allowing but two hours for its dls- 
uFsioR,* one of which ws^ oceupied by a slaveholding ftiend of the Unicmr ia 1^^^^ e^^^ 
leaver to convince gentlemeftof the fyee Stales of the relative worth of ^orthem free' 
nea when compared, with Southern slaveholders. 

Mtempts of the Executive to sustain the AmerUan Slave Trade* 

It is now generally understood that slavery, being an of natural right, ean 

snly exist by force of positive tnmncipal law, and is theiefore confined strictly to the 

urisdiction creating it. Thus slavery exists in Virginia by force of the laws of thai 

tate. While within that State a master may shoot his slave, it he runs from him; ?5)ut 

vere he to do that in OhioV he would be hanged for the n\urder, for the reas<>n tha^f^e 

aws of Virginia cannot extend into Ohio. Yet, a trade in slaves between the nortSem 

lave States aod those lyin^ further South, and also with Texas, has beca carried on%y 

ea for many years : still, in point of law, every slave thus taken from the jojisdiclioa 

f the slave State, is free the momeni he leaves the bounds of such Stale and enters up- 

n the high seas. . - " 

hi 183i, " The Comet," a slave ship from Alexandria, for N. Orleans, w-as wrecked 

ti the Island of Abacco, and lier . slaves and crew were taken to Nassau, in the Island of 

ew Providence, The island being under British laws, the slaves were of ^^urse freo 

s soon as they landed on Britiah tenitory. They had been free under our laws, from 

he moment they were a league from our ceast. Thus, the ireader will see that by th.e 

aws of both nations they were freemen. But the slave merchants, finding themselves 

inable to control the movements of their human cargo, called upon, the authorities of the 

slsnd for assistance, to aid them in holding their fellow men in subjection. But^ there 

ing no Mw there, by which one foreigner could control the liberty of another, ail, aid 

as refused, and the siave-rnongers returned to the United States, and claimed th^ as- 

istance of the National Government to aid them in carrying out their attempted spec-* 

jlatioa in human ilesh, by demanding of the British Government a compensation for 
' eir loss. 

In 1833, the brig "Encomium/' from Charleston, forN. Orleans^ with slaves, was 
mckcd near Abacco, and her slaves obtained their liberty in the same way. 

In 1835, The Enterprise,'* ariother slave ship was driven into Bermuda* a British 
i>Q?t, by stresB of wealher,-and her slav-es were also liberated by force of British laws. 
^ These repeatt-i losses alarmed the slave merchants, and tiireatened seriously to affect 
he prospects of those who were engaged in breeding slaves for market. . The Execinivo 
entered upon the subjct with great zeal and energy. Instructions were sent to our Min- 
^8-er at London, directing him to make demand of the British Government for reparation 
'0 the slave merchants who owned these cargoes of human beings. Not because the 

Vide Sd session 28th Congress. 
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^^s^iaiment o? ^liy sulj^^ct of the Biiiish iy|ow!iJ^ad gaiined any thing in eoni 
^ueaij^ of mVlti|»@?sons hayiag o^^ their ireedom; But because th^ siavedealers 
saglained a lass, iii coiis^ltitience of the Ettgli$h Oo^^eniiiaent not having enacted la 
authorizing the iJiiei'ican shve trade. Jle was informed that^fiis feature of the Briti 
mixs toxk dmg^rm4S to a lurge section of our countrif io be (okrated," Tl 
4^^d<,W.a^m^} and as our minister was himself an extensive slaveholder, he entere 
«^jrihe sabjectwifch so much aieaU that his assertions >vere soon carried far bey on 
ihe bounds of truths In an olSeiai comraionication to Lord Palmerston, he declare 
that our ^'' Govemmeni had more than once^ in ihe mast solemn manner ^ determim 
thai siave^ Hlhd in ihe service of the U» States, even in a state of war, were to be t, 

farded as property, and not m persons, and the government held responsibk for them, 
y n^eans of the most uncpasing energy, and misrepresentations on the part of our mii 
ister, the British Govemnaent were induced to pay , over to our Executive the sum i 
^i^,000 sterling, for the benefit of those who claimed lo own the persons on beard "tli 
Goraet" and **the Encomium." These vessels were wrecked, a«d the pei'sons on boa 
detained their liberty prior to the taking effect of the general emancipation act, which lie 
erated the slaves iii the British West India Islands. iBut the "Enterpriae'' had enterei 
Bermuda after the taking effect of that law, and the British ministers refusftd all compe 
sation tl> the 8la?e owners on board that ship^ l^artial success, ho weveTi Stimnkted tlii 
Ekicfttive to a more vigorons pro&ecut^^^^ of the claims of the unfortunate slavedeak 
'who 6wned the cargo of the Enterprise." Fresh instructions were sent to our minis 
at London; iind to aid the Executive with the influence of the Senate, resdlu lions deciai 
ing the law of nations to authorise a slave ship when driven by stress of weather to eii 
ter the port of a friendly power, and to hold control of the slayes on board until she cai 
TeM, were introduced into the Senate by the Hon. J. C. Calhoisn; and although the 
f^iacy was apparent to every dcounty court lawyer, yet they were adopted by tlie Seiiati 
witMut a dissenting voice,. Most of the Senators from free States, however, refused ti 
V0t6** To aid the Executive still further, the committee on Ibidgn afiairs in the Hons 
of Representatives made a report,, in which this subject was mentioned, atid an allusio; 
Wds madelo the unpleasant consequences which would Mlow a final rejection of thi 
demand by G reat B rita in\t j 
While this was the state of the diplomatic correspondence between the two govern 
ments, the ''Hermosa," another slave ship, was wrecked, and her slaves obtained tliei: 
freedom in the same manner as those on board the otiier ships. In October, 1842, sooi 
after the wreck of the Hermosa, the Creole left Richmond, Va,, for New Orleans, wit! 
slavesjpn board. While at sea, the slaves rose upon the crew, killed (me of them, am 
took the ship to Nassau, and, leaving her to the control of her captain, they went oi 
shore in pursuit of their own happiness. These circumstances appear to have arouse( 
the whole slaveholding interest. Instructions were again transmitted to our minister a| 
London, and he was .exhorted to press the demand upon the British Government for com 
pensatioB for the slaves on board those ships. 'The Senate called for the correspond 
eace, discussion ensued, in which grave Senators threatened destruction to tli^se islands 
if compensation were not granted to the slave merchants who had thus lost their cargoes 
of slaves. At litis time a member of the House of Representatives introduced resolu' 
tions denying the constitutional power of the Federal Govevnment to involve the peopk 
of the free States in the support of the slave trade. As heretofore stated, the membei 
was censured, and driven from Congress, for thus presuming to assert the doctrines o 
the Constitution; hut the subject was instantly laid aside, and no more discussions wer^ 
had in regard to the slave trade. Whether the Executive continued to press the demanij 
lipon Great Britain, is unknown to the public. If, however, there was any further cor] 
respondence iaTegard to the los^ of those slaves, it yet remains concealed in the Exe] 
euti ve port folio. | 

* Yide Journal of the Senate, Ist Bes-sion 26th Congress, j Yide Joimial House of Representatives 
Sd session 96tli Coneress, 



